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STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
1.0 Introduction 
 
This Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) has been developed pursuant to the Michigan 
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Municipal Separate Storm Sewer 
System (MS4) Storm Water Discharge Program for the City of River Rouge, Wayne County, 
Michigan (“City”). This SWMP has been updated to include additional information requested in 
the August 29, 2019 letter to the City from EGLE regarding the MS4 Permit Application and 
subsequent email and telephone communications between EGLE personnel and the City’s 
consultant, Rick P. Harding, Ph.D., Senior Principal with Integrated Environmental, Inc. 
 
Storm Water Collection and Conveyance System Overview 
 
The SWMP only applies to approximately two percent of the City’s sewer service area because 
the remaining portion of the City is serviced by a combined sewer system that discharges to the 
Wyandotte Wastewater Treatment Plant.  
 
The following direct link shows a map of the Detroit urbanized area within which the City is 
located. 
 
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wb-stormwater-MS4-Detroit_248451_7.pdf 
 
A map of the City’s separate storm sewer system and associated outfall covered by this SWMP is 
provided as Figure No. 1; and a detailed view of the catch basin locations within the separate 
storm sewer system is Provided as Figure No. 2. 
 
As shown in Figure Nos. 1 and 2, the City’s storm water collection and conveyance system is 
very limited in areal coverage within a residential area of the City and there are no applicant-
owned or operated facilities or City Public Schools with a discharge of storm water to surface 
waters of the State. The separate storm sewer system has one outfall at the Ironton Street Lift 
Station which discharges to the Detroit River via an outfall located underwater within the 
Nicholson Slip at the U.S. Steel property.  
 
As noted herein, the City has educational outreach and employee training programs as well as 
performs routine cleaning of the streets and catch basins where storm water collects for 
conveyance to the subject outfall to the Detroit River. The City has and continues to surveil for 
and mitigate illicit discharges to the storm water collection and conveyance system and conducts 

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/deq/wb-stormwater-MS4-Detroit_248451_7.pdf
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regularly scheduled monitoring of the quality of the storm water at the Ironton Street Lift Station 
prior to discharge to the Detroit River. The major components of this SWMP are the Public 
Education Program (PEP), Public Involvement and Participation Program (PIPP), Illicit 
Discharge Elimination Program (IDEP), Post Construction Storm Water Management Program, 
Construction Storm Water Run-Off Control Program, Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping 
for Municipal Operations Program, and Enforcement Response Procedure. These components 
are presented in Tab Nos. 1 through 7, respectively. 
 
The City of River Rouge continues to evaluate storm water management within the City and 
surrounding area. As such, this SWMP is periodically modified to reflect changes identified to 
improve the storm water quality within the City. 
 
 
2.0 Best Management Practices (BMPs) and Measureable Goals 
 
BMPs that have or will be implemented and the measurable goals for each BMP are included in 
Tab Nos. 1 through 7, where applicable. 
 
 
3.0 Receiving Water Quality Status 
 
The Detroit River is brownish in color (i.e., turbid) with a visibility (i.e., site distance) of about 
two to three feet. Many forms of animals are found in and around the river. The river bottom is 
inconsistent at the banks where it is possible to see, in that, some areas are rocky with algae 
growth while others are silty/mucky with some vegetative growth. Some of the banks are in need 
of restoration while others have been restored and appear to be well established. Floating debris 
is common and the river bottom in the distressed bank areas are littered with debris. 
Occasionally, a sheen can be seen floating on the water. 
 
 
4.0 Receiving Water Quality Stresses 
 
The City’s separate storm sewer system discharges directly to the Detroit River. Stresses on the 
river may include commercial/industrial outfalls, public littering, soil and sediment, and 
turbidity, to name a few. At this time, the City is unaware of any specific point of contamination 
entry into the storm sewer collection and conveyance system.  
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5.0 Upcoming Activities 
 
The City will continue to educate its employees and the general public regarding the 
management of storm water quality. The City may periodically distribute storm water 
management informational flyers to each resident living in the drainage area of the storm sewer 
system based on the feedback received from the City employees and residents. 
 
The City will continue to implement its catch basin marking program so the citizens will be 
aware of which catch basins and storm sewer inlets discharge water directly to the Detroit River; 
and the IDEP program. 
 
The City’s website will be modified as part of its PEP to include a section dedicated to storm 
water management so that the public is aware of the following: drainage areas where the storm 
water system is located within the City, including the Ironton Street Lift Station; this SWMP; 
how to minimize impacts to the Detroit River; what an illicit discharge is and how to report a 
suspected illicit discharge; preferred cleaning materials and procedures for car, pavement, and 
power washing; proper disposal of grass clippings, leaf litter and animal waste; and related 
information. 
 
 
6.0 Notice of Drainage System Operators Nested within the Community Boundaries 
 
There has been no change in nested jurisdiction within the City limits as there are none within 
the City.  
 
 
7.0 Nested Jurisdiction as Associated Permittee 
 
Consistent with the aforenoted, the City of River Rouge is solely named on the permit, as there 
are no nested jurisdictions within the City. 
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PUBLIC EDUCATION PROGRAM (PEP) 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Storm 
Water Discharge Permit No. MIS040000, the City of River Rouge (“City”) has developed this 
Public Education Program (PEP) to promote, publicize, and facilitate proper storm water 
management education. The PEP encourages public participation, demonstrates the impact of 
storm water pollution, and instructs the public on proper use and disposal of chemicals, animal 
waste, detergents and other forms of contamination to waters of the State. 
 
The City is located on the Rouge and Detroit Rivers and this location has provided many unique 
opportunities for the City of River Rouge to highlight environmental issues. The City has 
historically depended on its proximity to the Rouge and Detroit Rivers for industry and 
recreation and will continue to depend on the rivers to provide a vital aspect of the community. 
Currently, the City offers many services to its residents that benefit both the community and 
environment (i.e., curb-side recycling, brush pickup, street sweeping, used oil recycling, 
household hazardous waste collection, etc.). The City also spends monies on construction 
projects to enhance the environment. The City recognizes that without continuing public support 
and education, the benefits realized by these types of projects are not fully realized. 
 
This PEP is implemented by a number of City departments in conjunction with neighboring 
municipalities, county agencies, and community organizations, as appropriate. City departments 
involved in this program include, but are not limited to, Public Works, Planning, Purchasing, 
Recreation, Fire, the City Mayor, Attorney and Clerk’s offices. These participants use the 
Internet, brochures, newsletters, flyers, and/or public assemblies to distribute information and 
educate the public. 
 
There are seven target categories of the PEP which are further explained in the following 
sections. 
 

1. Promote public responsibility and stewardship in the permittee’s watershed. 
 

2. Inform and educate the public about the connection of the Municipal Separate Storm 
Sewer System (MS4) to area water bodies and the potential impacts discharges can have 
on surface waters of the State. 
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3. Educate the public on illicit discharges and promote public reporting of illicit discharges 
and improper disposal of materials into the MS4. 
 

4. Promote preferred cleaning materials and procedures for car, pavement, and power 
washing.  
 

5. Inform and educate the public on proper application and disposal of pesticides, 
herbicides, and fertilizers.  
 

6. Promote proper disposal practices for grass clippings, leaf litter, and animal wastes that 
may enter the MS4.  
 

7. Identify and promote the availability, location, and requirements of facilities for 
collection or disposal of household hazardous wastes, travel trailer sanitary wastes, 
chemicals, and motor vehicle fluids.  

 
 
II. Targeted Participants 
 
The targeted program participants are as follows: 
 

1. Friends of the Detroit River; 
2. Persons living and working in the City; 
3. Persons visiting the City; 
4. Businesses and non-profit groups within the City. 
5. School age children within the City; and 
6. Commercial, industrial and institutional entities within the City. 

 
 
III. Public Education Operative Elements 
 

1.  Educate the public on the hazards associated with illicit discharges and improper disposal 
of waste, including pet waste. Information is made available through postings and flyers 
located at City-owned buildings, and the City’s website to describe what illicit discharges 
are and how to report them. The information also includes the impacts that illicit 
discharges and improper waste disposal have on the storm water quality. Encourage the 
public to report illicit discharges or improper disposal of material into the City’s separate 
storm water collection and conveyance system. Specifically, a resident can call the City 
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Department of Public Works (DPW) at (313) 842-6482 to report any illicit discharge into 
the storm water collection and conveyance system.  

 
2. Education of the public on the location of the separate storm water drainage structures, 

the ultimate storm water discharge location to the Detroit River, and potential 
contaminants that could impact the storm water. 

 
The City has implemented a program whereby catch basins that collect storm water 
which discharges directly to the Detroit River are painted yellow. Residents are notified 
of the markings through informational mailings sent to the residents, handouts, and/or 
other publications that are available to the public in the Community Center, River Rouge 
Recreation Center, River Rouge Public Library, River Rouge City Hall, and the City’s 
website.  

 
3. Education of the public on the availability, location and requirements of facilities for 

disposal or drop-off of household wastes, travel trailer sanitary wastes, chemicals, yard 
wastes, and motor vehicle fluids. 

 
• The City, in cooperation with Wayne County, provide information to residents, 

via the City website, detailing the location, times, and list of acceptable items 
(i.e., batteries, oil, aerosol cans, etc.) for disposal. It further lists specific items 
which cannot be dropped off at the City DPW for disposal. However, the City has 
provided for special pickups of non-general refuse items such as tires, 
refrigerators, freezers, etc.  
 

• The City, in cooperation with Wayne County, periodically has household 
hazardous waste collection days when residents can properly dispose of 
household chemicals not accepted as general refuse.  

 
• Organic debris such as wood, brush, leaves, and grass clippings are kept separate 

and picked up weekly by the City for composting as part of the regularly 
scheduled trash pickup. 

 
• Private commercial facilities are located within the community for sanitary waste 

disposal from recreational vehicles. 
 

4. Education of the public concerning the impact of residential de-icers and acceptable 
application and disposal of pesticides, herbicides and fertilizers. 
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Information concerning the proper application of de-icers and fertilizers is provided to the 
residents via the City website and periodically a flyer is mailed to each City resident 
within the area serviced by the separate storm sewer collection and conveyance system.  
Educational information is made available to the public via the City’s website outlining 
the proper way to use fertilizers, wash cars, compost, and dispose of household hazardous 
waste and chemicals.  
 

5. Education of the public on the importance of minimizing the amount of residential or 
non-commercial washwater introduced into nearby storm water catch basins. 

 
• Information about the effects of wastes washed into the storm water collection 

and conveyance system is periodically mailed to the applicable residents as well 
as being posted on the City’s website. 

 
• Storm water collection structures are identified with yellow paint to make the 

public aware that storm structures drain directly to the Detroit River without 
treatment.  

 
6. Education of the public about the proper maintenance of septic sewer systems is not 

necessary because there are no septic systems present within the area of the storm water 
collection and conveyance system, and they are not permitted to be constructed within the 
City. 

 
7. Education of the public concerning management of riparian lands to protect water quality 

is not required because the City storm water collection and conveyance system drainage 
area does not encompass any riparian lands. 

 
8. Education of the public regarding their responsibility and stewardship concerning storm 

water. 
 

a. Information regarding proper storm water practices is made available to the public 
in the form of flyers and/or displays at the River Rouge City Hall and other 
publicly-owned facilities. Additionally, the aforenoted information is available on 
the City’s website.  

 
b. City employees within the Department of Public Works receive training at least 

once during the permit cycle, and new employees receive training within the first 
year of employment, regarding storm water pollution prevention techniques and 
technologies. 
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The City of River Rouge continues to support and/or partner with the Wayne County 
Department of Environment to perform stream bank stabilization and demonstration 
projects, public distribution of information, or other storm water management related 
projects on a case-by-case basis. Information regarding these program projects is made 
available on the Wayne County or City website on a case-by-case basis. 

 
9. Education of the role of native vegetation. 

 
Information regarding the preservation and encouragement of native vegetation is 
addressed by materials present on the City website.   

 
10. Education of commercial, industrial and institutional facilities. 
 

There are no commercial, industrial or institutional facilities located within the area 
serviced by the storm water collection and conveyance system. 
  

 
IV. Priorities 
 
Since the overall objective of this program is to educate the public, the City will continue to 
augment its communications pertaining to proper management of storm water in response to 
changes in regulations and/or land use; experience with illicit discharges, if any; and public input 
and involvement. Specific priorities may emerge as a product of implementation of the PEP 
operative elements.  
 
 
V. Plan for Evaluating Impacts of the PEP 
 
The measurable goals for evaluation of the PEP by respective Best Management Practice are as 
follows: 
 

a) Education/Outreach for Residential Activities: The number of educational materials that 
were distributed to residents (there are no commercial or City facilities discharging storm 
water to other than the combined sewer system). 

 
b) Pet Waste Management: The number of educational materials provided to pet owners at 

least once per year. 
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c) Geese Management at Belanger Park: The number of geese at the park on an annual 
basis. 
 

d) Proper Disposal of Household Hazardous Wastes: The number of pickup days per year at 
least on an annual basis. 



 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TAB NO. 2 

 
Public Involvement and Participation Program (PIPP) 
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PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT AND PARTICIPATION PROGRAM 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Storm 
Water Discharge Permit No. MIS040000, the City of River Rouge (“City”) developed this Public 
Involvement and Participation Program (PIPP) to encourage public input and participation in the 
development and implementation of the permit requirements. 
 
As presented in the Public Education Program (PEP; see Tab No. 1), the City employs its 
website, brochures, newsletters, flyers and/or public forums to distribute information regarding 
the proper management of storm water and to encourage the participation of the public. 
 
 
II. Targeted Participants 
 
The targeted program participants are as follows: 
 

1. Friends of the Detroit River; 
2. Persons living and working in the City; 
3. Persons visiting the City; 
4. Businesses and non-profit groups within the City; 
5. School age children within the City; and 
6. Commercial, industrial and institutional entities within the City. 

 
 
III. Outline of Efforts for Public Involvement and Participation 
 
The entire Storm Water Management Program (SWMP) will be posted on the City’s website for 
public review and comment. As for the “Public Notification of the Requirement to Implement a 
SWMP,” the City Clerk notified the community of the requirement to implement the SWMP 
with additional notifications to the community to be published on an as-needed basis. Copies of 
the SWMP and related information is available to the public upon request from the Building 
Department and will be posted on the City’s website. 
 
As for the City’s involvement with private organizations, the City has participated in the annual 
Detroit River Cleanup, organized by the Friends of the Detroit River. 
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Additionally, the City has and expects to continue to collaborate with Wayne County associated 
with the proper management of storm water by sharing pertinent information and communicating 
respective needs or support, as may be appropriate. 
 
 
IV. Program for Evaluating Impacts of Public Involvement and Participation 
 
The impacts of the PIPP will be evaluated based on the nature and extent of public participation 
during storm water activities aimed at protecting the receiving water, and the degree to which the 
PEP goals are determined to be effective. 
 
 



 

 
 

TAB NO. 3 
 

Illicit Discharge Elimination Program (IDEP) 
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ILLICIT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION PROGRAM (IDEP) 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
The City of River Rouge (“City”) will continue to work with Wayne County to address water 
quality issues should they arise. This Illicit Discharge Elimination Program (IDEP) is dependent 
on the cooperation of various organizations and departments within the City and surrounding 
communities [i.e., Wayne County, Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and 
Energy (EGLE), etc.]. As such, this IDEP describes the specific elements to be completed by the 
City and these other organizations as a product of respective legal standing and other factors. 
 
This IDEP is designed to identify and eliminate illicit discharges to the storm water collection 
and conveyance system, recognizing that the Public Education Plan (PEP; see Tab No. 1) plays 
an essential role in reducing the likelihood of there being an illicit discharge. 
 
As shown on Figure No. 1, the separate storm sewer system services only two percent or less of 
the City and has one outfall at the Ironton Street Lift Station which discharges to the Detroit 
River via an outfall located underwater within the Nicholson Slip at the U.S. Steel property. 
 
 
II.  Legal Basis 
 
Recognizing that there may be other applicable authorizations or obligations, City Ordinances 
No. 20-470 (amending Ordinance No. 04-442) and 09-457, and the Michigan Plumbing Code of 
2017, provide the City with legal standing to investigate and eliminate illicit discharges to the 
storm water collection and conveyance system. The aforenoted further provide for the imposition 
of penalties on responsible parties to include fines and/or incarceration. In cases where the issue 
resides outside of the City’s jurisdiction, the City’s intent is to cooperate with the appropriate 
legal authority to assure effective address of the issue.  
 
 
III. Detection, Part One: Locating Problem Areas 
 

1. As appropriate, sampling and other forms of data collection including visual observation 
are used to assess storm water quality and identify potential pollutant sources so that 
areas of concern within the subject storm water drainage pattern can be established for 
further assessment.  
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2. Designated City employees conduct monthly visual inspections of the storm sewer 
system and the Ironton Street Lift Station outfall to observe the following:  

 
a. Presence/absence of flow; 
b. Water clarity;  
c. Deposits/stains on the interior walls; 
d. Water color; 
e. Odor;  
f. Structural condition;  
g. Floatable materials; and 
h. Sheens, algae, and/or slime. 

 
3. If any of the above noted are observed in the outfall, City personnel will have the outfall 

structure sampled for analytical testing.  
 

4. In addition to reactive approaches already in-place, the City has completed mapping of 
the separate storm water collection and conveyance system.  The mapping data is 
available in digital and hard copy format, therefore, allowing the City to more readily 
identify possible illicit connections. A hard copy of the map is available for the public to 
view at City Hall and an electronic copy is present on the City’s website. 

 
5. Visual inspection of the outfall for the storm system under the City’s control will 

continue to be performed under a dry weather condition. Dry weather will be considered 
when there has been no precipitation or snow melt for at least two days.  

 
6. Locations identified through visual screening, complaints, and water quality testing that 

require further analysis will be prioritized and revisited during dry weather periods. 
Potential polluting materials observed or suspected of being discharged from the outfall 
will be sampled and tested for the appropriate parameters. 

 
7. Use of the Pollution Emergency Alert System [i.e., PEAS (800) 292-4706] allows 24-

hour access for reporting suspicious discharges. This hotline is advertised within the 
community on the City’s website. A release of a polluting material from the storm water 
collection and conveyance system to the Detroit River or groundwater will be reported to 
the EGLE Warren District Office or the Detroit Field Office during normal working 
hours if the release is in excess of the threshold reporting quantities in the Part 5 Rules. 
Should a reportable release as defined above be discovered during non-business hours, 
the release will be reported employing the EGLE 24-Hour Pollution Emergency Alerting 
System telephone number (800-292-4706). 
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IV. Detection, Part Two: Finding the Source 
 
Upon discovery or notification by others of an act of illegal dumping/spills into the storm water 
collection and conveyance system, appropriate City personnel and/or their designate will respond 
as soon as practical but no later than 24 hours to evaluate the situation and implement mitigative 
measures as deemed appropriate at the source and/or outfall. 
 

1. To evaluate the situation and implement mitigative measures as deemed appropriate at 
the source and/or outfall. The process of investigation and mitigation will proceed until 
the release is properly controlled and/or removed as deemed appropriate based on 
specific circumstances in the field, including at the source of the release or spill. 
Following mitigation of the release and source identification, appropriate enforcement 
action will ensue consistent with the aforenoted City Ordinances. 

 
2. Evidence of illicit discharges such as visual observation of suspect material at the outfall 

will be investigated to identify the possible source(s) by back-tracking the pollution 
upstream through the drainage system. Supplementary sampling and testing, televising, 
trace dyes, and smoke are possible methods that will be used to locate the source of the 
contamination. The methods and materials used shall be approved by EGLE, as may be 
deemed appropriate. 

 
 
V. Removing/Correcting Illicit Connections 
 

1. Existing State laws, local ordinances, current plumbing codes and rules and regulations 
will be used to correct illicit discharges and connections. City ordinances or codes which 
need enhancement will be revised and presented to the City Council as soon as practical 
after it has been determined that the current code or ordinance is inadequate to meet the 
required goal. 

 
2. With the assistance of City Administration, the City Attorney, the Department of Public 

Works, and the Building Department will administer the City’s IDEP. Staff within these 
departments may be used to conduct illicit discharge surveys and enforcement of the 
applicable laws against violators, as may be deemed appropriate. 

 
 
VI. Sanitary Connections 
 
Residents and businesses within the City are currently serviced by the Downriver Utility 
Wastewater Authority sanitary sewer system where the combined sewer waste is treated at the 
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Wyandotte Wastewater Treatment Plant. Illicit discharges of sanitary sewerage to the storm 
sewer system will be eliminated as soon as practical following discovery.   
 
 
VII. General Maintenance 
 
Sewer installations or repairs will continue to be completed to ensure compliance with the City’s 
and other applicable requirements. 
 
The City sweeps streets and, with cooperation from Wayne County, administers a Soil Erosion 
and Sedimentation Control Program consistent with Part 91.  
 
 
VIII. General Awareness 
 
Information is made available to the public as noted previously in the City’s PEP (see Tab No. 
1). 
 
 
IX. Implementation Schedule 
 
City employees have been trained to be observant for illicit discharges, proper inspection 
procedures for surveying an illicit connection, how to report illicit discharges, and to whom they 
should report them. These employees have been provided with a brief background as to the 
current storm water collection and conveyance system and why illicit discharges are important. 
New employees will be trained within one year of hire. Existing employees will receive 
additional training at least once during the permit cycle. 
 
The City has identified which employees are responsible for organizing and compiling incoming 
data, following up and tracking complaints received, operation and maintenance of the existing 
storm sewers, enforcement of violations, and overall supervision and administration of the IDEP. 
 
The existing City street sweeping, storm sewer maintenance, and storm sewer cleaning programs 
have been reviewed to identify effectiveness and to address deficiencies. 
 
The only outfall for the City storm water collection and conveyance system located within the 
City is the Ironton Street Lift Station. 
 
The City has also implemented the following, when necessary: 
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• Ongoing investigation of incoming complaints and tracking of repeat complaints, and 

violation locations to better address potential trouble areas. 
 

• Monitoring and measuring the Best Management Practices (BMPs) goals as presented 
in the PEP (see Tab No. 1).  

 
• Annual base samples of the Ironton Street Lift Station outfall have been collected 

during the previous permit cycle for future comparison. Each sample was analyzed 
for fecal coliform bacteria (i.e., E. Coli), ammonia, conductivity, pH, total 
phosphorus, oil and grease, and temperature.  

 
• During year two- and four of the five-year permit cycle in response to a rain event of 

at least 0.25 inches, samples will be collected from the Ironton Street Lift Station and 
analyzed for fecal coliform. The aforenoted sample test results will be compared to 
the prior annual Ironton Street Lift Station sample findings to assess for changes over 
time indicative of the overall effectiveness of the current BMPs. Revisions to the 
BMPs will be made, if necessary, to assure achievement of the respective Total 
Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) value. 

 
• Upon review of the biennial outfall sampling and analysis results, follow up 

investigations and upstream sampling of suspicious outfall discharges will be 
conducted to determine the source on an as needed basis. 

 
The effectiveness of the IDEP will be evaluated by logging and tracking the following 
performance metrics on an annual basis: the number of illicit charges, the incidence of repeat 
violations and/or complaints pertaining to illicit discharges committed by respondents and non-
respondents, the location of illicit discharges to identify potential diagnostic patterns to assist in 
mitigating repeat occurrences, and identifying the nature and extent of any and all discovered 
illicit discharges. 
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POST CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PROGRAM 
 
 
I. Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Storm 
Water Discharge Permit No. MIS040000, the City of River Rouge (“City”) has developed this 
Post Construction Storm Water Management Program for new development and redevelopment 
projects to prevent or minimize adverse storm water quality impacts. 
 
Currently, the City, in cooperation with Wayne County, regulates environmental impact from 
development according to Part 91 of Public Act 451 of 1994 for soil erosion and sedimentation 
control. The City has adopted the Wayne County standards related to the aforenoted, which 
cover development and redevelopment projects which disturb more than one acre or are within 
500 feet of waters of the State. Additionally, developments are required to detain their storm 
water for regulated release. In most cases, these developments and redevelopments are required 
to treat their storm water to ensure the released water is free of sediment and contaminants to the 
maximum extent practical. 
 
Public education is vital to an effective Post Construction Storm Water Management Program, 
and the Public Education Program includes address of construction related activities and their 
potential to impact storm water quality. 
 
 
II. Outline of Efforts for Post Construction Storm Water Management 
 

• A development which will have an impact on the quality of the storm water leaving the 
site is required to treat and regulate the run-off in such a way that the impact will be 
minimized.  

 
• Under current City ordinances and the laws referenced therein, a site will not be 

permitted to release storm water at a greater rate post-development than the rate prior to 
development. The development may use detention ponds, retention ponds, restrictive 
outfalls, or any other approved means to accomplish this goal. 

 
• Proposed developments must be approved through the City Building Department prior to 

construction. Review of plans shall include analysis of design as it relates to acceptable 
engineering standards and requirements. The development will be required to meet the 
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minimum treatment volume standard and channel protection criteria as described in the 
Storm Water Discharge Permit.  

 
• The Downtown Development Authority is currently working to provide a cleaner and 

sharper looking downtown area to encourage businesses and people to move back into 
existing buildings.  

 
• Developments are encouraged to provide vegetative buffers and biological filters 

whenever practical.  
 
 
III. BMPs and Measurable Goals 
 
 

• The City will continue to sweep streets resulting in less debris being potentially washed 
into the storm water collection and conveyance system. The goal will be expressed as the 
amount of debris removed which will be tracked on an annual basis.  

 
• The City will continue to provide used oil recycling and yard waste pickup services for 

the City residences. Additionally, the City will continue to work with Wayne County to 
offer household hazardous waste disposal services. The goal will be expressed as the 
amount of waste removed which will be tracked on an annual basis. 

 
 
IV. Legal Basis 
 
The City has adopted a storm water ordinance to address storm water management post 
construction for new developments. This ordinance requires a signed agreement with the 
developer/owners of the site for future operation and maintenance of the new storm system. This 
agreement becomes part of the recorded deed and stays with the land and is binding on 
subsequent owners.  Records of program enforcement will be maintained in the file with the 
signed agreement.  The City will make these records available to EGLE upon request. 
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CONSTRUCTION STORM WATER RUN-OFF CONTROL PROGRAM 
 
 
I.  Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Storm 
Water Discharge Permit No. MIS040000, the City of River Rouge (“City”) has developed this 
Construction Storm Water Run-Off Control Program for new development and redevelopment 
projects to prevent or minimize surface water quality impacts. This program is closely related to 
the City’s current Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control Program which is under the oversight 
of the City Building Department and Wayne County. 
 
In the event that a construction activity is located within the very limited area which is serviced 
by the storm water collection and conveyance system, the City requires that a construction 
permit be obtained from the City which conforms to the Part 91 requirements, if and when such 
are applicable. The City also receives and responds to complaints by members of the public 
relating to any construction storm water run-off material issues of fact. 
 
In the unlikely event that soil, sediment or other pollutants as defined by Part 5 or other 
applicable regulation on a case-specific basis are discharged to the storm water collection and 
conveyance system, EGLE will be notified as required by applicable regulation.    

 
At the time of construction permit issuance by the City whereby the subject construction 
activities meet the Permit-by-Rule requirements (i.e., a total earth disturbance of one or more 
acres and the site will have a point source discharge of storm water to waters of the State, either 
directly or through a separate storm sewer), the landowner or easement holder will be so 
notified. 
 
 
II. Outline of Efforts for Construction Storm Water Run-Off Control 
 
A construction project over one acre or within 500 feet of waters of the State currently require a 
permit from the Wayne County Land Resource Management Division for soil erosion.  All 
construction storm water permits are administered by Wayne County, therefore, all permit 
applications, permit issue dates and permit execution will be completed through Wayne County.  
The permits require a thorough plan review, including measures to be undertaken to protect the 
environment from soil erosion and to ensure that preliminary site plans allow space for future 
soil erosion and sedimentation controls, as applicable. This program is conducted in cooperation 
with Wayne County and EGLE. 
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Under current laws, sites are required to make use of detention ponds, retention ponds, restrictive 
outfalls, or any other means to reduce the effects of the development on the receiving waters. 
Future developments may be required by the City to install water treatment controls. 
 
Vegetative buffers are highly recommended by the City for developments and the City works 
with the developer to build in phases, if possible, to reduce the amount of disturbed land at any 
one time. Developments are encouraged to provide vegetative buffers and biological filters, 
whenever practical. 
 
Construction sites which have soil erosion permits are inspected bi-weekly and after every major 
precipitation event. The City also inspects sites which do not require soil erosion permits to 
ensure that they are not allowing sediment to move off of their sites. 
 
Complaints regarding soil erosion issues are dealt with promptly by the City Building 
Department. The Building Department has worked closely with the property owners and in some 
cases, EGLE, to resolve issues of non-compliance.  
 
Should a construction activity result in a deposit or imminent threat to deposit solids or other 
waste material into areas which will damage the environment, the Building Department will take 
immediate action to correct the situation as well as report the occurrence to EGLE and the permit 
issuing department of Wayne County as soon as practical. 
 
 
III. Best Management Practices and Measurable Goals 
 
The City has established Best Management Practices (BMP) such as the following: administering 
the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Program; and updating of ordinances, as necessary, to allow 
the program to progress and be administered more effectively. BMP goals include less 
enforcement issues resulting in legal action, passing of EGLE audits, and/or reduced complaints. 
An effective program will result in cleaner sites, better water quality at the discharge point of the 
site, and increased public support.  

 
As appropriate, new and innovative storm water protection ideas will be provided to the 
contractor/developer prior to permit approval for soil erosion. The City will recommend use of 
new technologies which have been tested and found to work for these new sites. Incorporation of 
these recommendations into the proposed development will signify the program is working. 
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POLLUTION PREVENTION/GOOD HOUSEKEEPING 
FOR MUNICIPAL OPERATIONS 

 
 
I.  Introduction 
 
Pursuant to the Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) Storm 
Water Discharge Permit No. MIS040000, the City of River Rouge (“City”) has developed this 
Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal Operations Plan for City property, 
equipment and handling of wastes. 
 
There are no City-owned or operated facilities or storm water structural controls such as a 
collection and conveyance system with a discharge of storm water to surface waters of the State.  
 
The Belanger Park site located along the Detroit River does experience some storm water sheet 
flow from the paved parking and drive area located near the boat launch. The remainder of the 
park is vegetated including between the parking lot and the Detroit River bulkhead shoreline 
fishing area. The City prohibits occupancy by dogs (there is also signage at the Park stating such) 
and access is controlled with a custodian office and gate. Additionally, the City has a contract 
with a vendor, Goodbye Geese, to mitigate the presence of geese by using dog hazing. 
 
The City currently performs the services required to maintain the City infrastructure. This 
includes maintenance of the utilities, equipment, parks, and buildings. Employees and 
contractors will receive training on a periodic basis to show how each of their duties can affect 
storm water quality. This training will address soil erosion and sedimentation control, proper use 
and storage of de-icers and chemicals, proper disposal of waste products, affects of pollution to 
aquatic life, and proper procedures for reporting problem areas. 
 
The area served by the storm water collection and conveyance system is residential and there are 
no plans to construct any new City-owned or operated facilities or new structural storm water 
controls. However, should such construction be proposed, the water quantity will be designed 
and implemented in accordance with the post-construction storm water run-off control 
performance standards and long-term operation and maintenance requirements. 
 
As described in detail below, the City engages in the following activities to minimize the 
introduction of pollutants into the storm water collection and conveyance system: street cleaning 
and sweeping whereby the materials are collected by the respective equipment being employed; 
resurfacing and repair of the streets located within the subject area being serviced by the storm 
water collection and conveyance system; parking of vehicles is not allowed in the subject area; 
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salting of roads is not allowed; and any construction related activities to be performed where 
pollutants may be introduced into the storm sewer collection and conveyance system are 
controlled pursuant to applicable City and/or Wayne County permits and requirements including 
those of Part 91. 
 
 
II. Outline of Efforts for Pollution Prevention/Good Housekeeping for Municipal 
            Operations 
 
The Ironton Street Lift Station Outfall will be visually inspected on a monthly basis. Analytical 
testing, as discussed in the Illicit Discharge Elimination Program (IDEP), will occur when there 
appears to be an illicit discharge. Any water quality issues will be addressed by the IDEP. 

 
There are approximately 37 catch basins associated with the City’s storm water collection and 
conveyance system.  The catch basins and sewer are inspected and cleaned at least on an annual 
basis using a Vac-truck and plugs or equivalent methodology employed to assure that 
accumulated pollutants will not be inadvertently discharged to the Detroit River. Any materials 
extracted from the catch basin cleaning are properly evaluated based on knowledge and/or 
testing prior to dispositioning. Should another catch basin be constructed, it will be added to the 
inventory for inspection and cleaning.  
 
The effectiveness of the program will be linked to the effectiveness of the other aspects of the 
Storm Water Management Program. Sections of sewer requiring frequent heavy cleaning will 
result in an investigation into the cause which may lead to increased street sweeping, public 
education, or other corrective actions such as installation of filters. The effectiveness of these 
efforts will be measured on an ongoing basis through storm water outfall analysis. If water 
quality decreases, then the IDEP will be implemented with the goal of reducing Total Suspended 
Solids (TSS) by 25%, as compared to annual loading from run-off with no suspended solids 
controls. These structures will be inspected every five years unless conditions require more 
frequent inspection. The inspections will be recorded and maintained for future reference. 

 
The storm water catch basins drain to the City owned Ironton Street Lift Station that discharges 
to the Detroit River via an outfall located on U.S. Steel property.  The lift station is visually 
inspected on a monthly basis and any debris is removed on an as-needed basis. 
 
Debris cleaned from the sewers or structures is taken to the City Department of Public Works 
(DPW) building and properly disposed of by the City contracted refuse company, at an approved 
facility. 
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Maintenance of City vehicles and equipment is done off-site and/or by outside vendors. There 
are no catch basins tied into the storm sewer from the Department of Public Works building. 
Equipment and vehicle wash water is directed into the catch basin which flows to the sanitary 
sewer to be treated at the Wyandotte Waste Water Treatment Plant. Most vehicles are parked 
inside or under a covered area at night. 

 
During the spring, summer and fall months (weather dependent), the City completes street 
sweeping twice a month utilizing City-owned street sweeping equipment.  Debris cleaned from 
the streets is taken to the City DPW building and properly evaluated based on knowledge and/or 
testing prior to disposal by the City contracted refuse company, at an approved facility. 

 
During the fall months the City provides curbside removal of leaf debris.  The material is 
transported to the City DPW building and disposed of by the City contracted refuse company at 
an approved composting facility. 
 
The City maintains the painting of the storm water catch basins under the Public Education 
Program. In addition, the Building Department changed their standard details for all storm 
structures in 2007. New covers will either have a fish emblem, storm sewer stamp, or other 
marking to indicate that the structure drains to a surface water. The labels will reinforce that 
these structures drain directly to the Detroit River without treatment and no waste should be 
dumped into them.  
 
The City currently contracts a qualified licensed individual to administer fertilizers and 
pesticides for the City. As noted in the SWMP, the separate storm water collection and 
conveyance system only applies to approximately two percent of the City’s sewer service area 
because the remaining portion of the City is serviced by a combined sewer system that 
discharges to the Wyandotte Wastewater Treatment Plant. Also, the limited storm water 
collection and conveyance system is located within a residential area of the City and there are no 
applicant-owned or operated facilities or City Public Schools with a discharge of storm water to 
surface waters of the State. 
 
 In the event that fertilizers and pesticides are applied by the City within the area served by the 
storm water collection and conveyance system, the chemicals will be used sparingly and applied 
in such a way to prevent material storm water quality degradation.  
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CITY OF RIVER ROUGE   
MUNICIPAL SEPARATE STORM SEWER SYSTEM ENFORCEMENT  
RESPONSE PROCEDURE                                                                       DATE:  13-JAN-2020 
 

I. POLICY: 
 
This policy is to establish the City of River Rouge Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System 
Enforcement Response Procedure. 
 
 

II. BACKGROUND: 
 
The Michigan Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) Phase II Storm Water Discharge Permit 
Application requires a procedure for Enforcement Response to address violations of the 
ordinances or regulatory mechanism identified in the Storm Water Management Program. 
 
 

III. PROCEDURE:  
 
Each ordinance/regulatory mechanism within this jurisdiction includes an enforcement 
response to violations of the ordinance. The ordinances referenced in this application are 
attached to this Enforcement Response Procedure and are as follows: City of River Rouge 
Storm Water Management Ordinance Number 09-457; and City of River Rouge Ordinance 
Number 20-470 (amending Ordinance No. 04-442). 
 
As applicable ordinances are completed and/or updated and are passed by the governing 
body, the enforcement mechanism will be conveyed to the EGLE NPDES Permit Contact. 
 
In addition to the enforcement mechanisms noted in ordinances, additional tracking of 
instances of noncompliance occurs and includes the following information: 
 

• Name; 
• Date; 
• Location of Violation (address, cross streets, etc.); 
• Business/Agency/Organization (as appropriate); 
• Description of Violation; 
• Description of Enforcement Response; 
• Schedule for Returning to Compliance; and 
• Date Violation Resolved. 
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         The timeframe to notify a responsible party of a violation to an applicable requirement 
pursuant to the MS4 Permit is two business days. Corrective actions are implemented as soon 
as practical with resolution within 30 calendar days. 

 
 The Enforcement Response Procedure is applicable to the entire SWMP. 
 
 Any questions regarding this policy and procedure should be directed to the City of River 

Rouge Department of Public Works. 
 
 

IV. PROCESS FOR UPDATING/REVISING THIS PROCEDURE 
 
This procedure shall be reviewed at least on an annual basis by the City and modified, if 
deemed appropriate. 
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